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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL: A
CELEBRATION AT THE DRY CANYON
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER

By Laura Fouts and Dina Rhoden

With wars overseas, headlines full
of shouting, and a nation that
often feels exhausted by its own
divisions, the Dry Canyon Arts
Association’s newest exhibition,
America the Beautiful, arrives not
as propaganda or nostalgia, but as
something steadier: a room full of
artists  celebrating what still
matters. More than 200 works
were submitted, but only a little
over 100 could fit into the

gallery space, requiring careful
and inclusive curation.

Walking through the rooms,
viewers encounter not one version
of America, but many. Pamela
Beaverson’s High Desert
Grassland captures a doe and her
fawn standing alert in tall Central
Oregon grasses.
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Featured Artist:

Mel Archer

On two-and-a-half acres of
sagebrush and juniper
outside Redmond, Mel
Archer and Colleen, his wife
of 55 years, live in an art-
filled home overlooking the
Deschutes River. Nearby, a
1,600-square-foot studio
feels equal parts sanctuary
and engine room. Three
kilns anchor the space.
Shelves hold more than
2,000 custom blends of
colored frit—crushed or . . .
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